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God.1 These things the Gospels tell us. We may
find difficulty in conceiving how they can be, and
we may feel ourselves utterly incapable of basing
upon them any self-consistent theory of Christ's
knowledge. But at this moment theories are not
our concern; our business is with facts, and the
facts tell us plainly that our common assumption
of the divine omniscience of Jesus finds no warrant
in the four Gospels.2 Nor is the truth of this
conclusion in any wise challenged by great words
of the Epistles which tell us that in Christ dwelleth
all the fulness of the Godhead bodily, that in Him

1  For detailed illustration of what is here stated summarily,
tEe reader may be referred to Gore's Dissertations, or Garvie's
Inner Life of Jesus.

2  It is in the fictitious fringes which human ingenuity has
woven on to our Gospels, not in the Gospels themselves, that
such ideas find any support.    For example, this is what we
read in the account of Christ among the doctors in The Arabic
Gospel of the Infancy:   "When a certain astronomer, who was
present, asked the Lord Jesus whether He had studied astronomy,
the Lord Jesus replied, and told him the number of the spheres
and of the heavenly bodies, as also their triangular, square, and
sextile aspect;  their progressive and retrograde motion;  their
size and several prognostications;   and other things which the
reason of man had never discovered.    There was also among
them a philosopher well skilled in physic and natural philosophy,
who asked the Lord Jesus whether he had studied physic.   He
replied, and explained to him physics and metaphysics;   also
those things which are above and below the power of Nature;
the powers also of the body, its humours and their effects " ;
and so on, and so on.    Who does not feel, after this, how infinitely
more impressive is the reverent silence and reserve of the four
Gospels ?